Butterflies are the most beautiful and colourful creatures on the earth and have a great aesthetic value. About 1500 species of butterflies are found in India (Haribal, 1992) . They vary greatly in colour, habit, size and form. The exact status of butterflies particularly of northeastern regions of India are still not clearly known due to lack of proper study.
The Assam State Zoo-cum-Botanical Garden (ASZCBG) was established in 1958, in the heart of Guwahati City (26 o 11'N and 91 o 45'E). The Zoo has a land area of about 130 ha., surrounded by two picturesque hills. The optimum temperature is 24 o C with average rainfall of 136.43cm. The Zoo is designed for presenting all aspects of natural history and Animal Husbandry in an appropriate setting.
Due to its diversified habitat, butterflies from different families find representation in the Zoo campus. A study to compile the checklist of fauna and flora of the Zoo was carried out bewtween August 1996 and April 1999. Besides butterflies, 63 species of mammals, 52 species of birds and 13 species of reptiles were also recorded. Among plants, 162 species of trees and 177 species of shrubs were identified. During the survey period a total of 79 species of butterflies were recorded (Table 1) , of which seven species remains unidentified. Of the 72 species identified, nine belong to the family Papilionidae, 16 to Pieridae, 29 to Nymphalidae, 13 to Lycaenidae and five species to the Family Hesperiidae. The butterfly species have been identified and verified following Haribal (1992) and Gay, et. al. (1992) . Nomenclature is after Varshney (1983) . 
